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A few years back, The National Geographic ran an article about  
Stardust.  It is the residual material that scientists believe dates back 
to the start of the universe and, as it turns out, the origin for all of the 
materials in our bodies.  It forms the basis of everything we do includ-
ing how we think, move and grow.  Every generation – even every 
few years – our bodies are newly created but Stardust is always there 
connecting us to our very beginnings and every other living thing in  
the universe.

So why would I be writing about Stardust in Greater Midland’s  
annual report?  We think we have a lot in common with Stardust.  
When Herbert Henry Dow founded a small community center 100 
years ago, Midland was a small town of just over 5,000 people.   
As we have grown, so has the community but the memories of our 
founding are still present in everything we do.  Our connection to  
Midland is present in family photo albums and sometimes even  
wedding pictures.  We see kids growing up on our tennis courts and 
archery ranges, seniors reconnecting to old friends in our gathering 
spaces and babies learning to walk in our early childhood classrooms. 
All of this connects to the small center with a few rooms attached to the 
library 100 years ago.  It’s embedded in our core.
 
Like Stardust, the vision and values of our founding remain as we care 
for the community now and as we plan for our future.  Please take  
some time to read the stories on these pages.  You will hear from  
Margaret, who remembers who we were in our very beginning in 
downtown Midland – a small building connected to the library where 
she took painting classes and while her mother joined friends in a  
knitting club.  Follow the incredible journey of Charlie as she accom-
plished an amazing feat she thought impossible and the Martuch family 
nurturing the growth of two curious and amazing boys.  The story of 
Tyler Conrad reminds us of the countless generations of kids who have 
grown up at one of centers as he prepares for his next step and heads 
off to college.

There are exciting things on the horizon for Greater Midland. Like the 
community that we serve, change is in the air but the connection to our 
past remains.  We hold our values of connection, integrity and fun tight 
as we plan for the next 100 years and look to future with boldness and 
excitement. 
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 on our tennis courts  
and archery ranges,  
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to old friends in our  
gathering spaces and  
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              Dec. 31, 2018       Dec. 31, 2017

Revenue and Other Support 
Program Fees             $7,510,729       $7,164,475 
United Way                $520,558         $517,444 
Other Contributions                $949,027      $1,936,520 
Interest & Dividends               $242,722          $270,418 
Tennis Pro Shop Sales                $148,395         $150,969  
Rentals                 $287,336         $289,463 
Other                  $117,543         $113,199 
Total Revenues      $9,776,310    10,442,488 

Expenses 
Program Services           $8,649,424      $8,348,906 
Administration             $1,830,111       $1,595,979 
Total Expenses                   $10,479,535     $9,944,885
 
Operating Net             ($703,225)       $497,603

Depreciation             $1,044,713       $1,123,834 
Change in Net Assets from 
Operations after Depreciation           ($1,747,938)      ($626,231) 
Net Investments            ($1,254,952)          $1,335,265 
Transfer of Net Assets 
Change in Net Assets       ($3,002,890)         $709,034

 
Net Assets, Beginning of Year         $21,960,527     $21,251,493 
Net Assets, End of Year       $18,957,637   $21,960,527

FINANCIAL 

STATEMENT
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aegan and Zach Martuch say that 
although choosing a childcare is a big 
decision, for them it was an easy one. 

“We were pregnant with our son Miles 
and this was the only place we toured,” says Maegan 
Martuch. She says that the quality and environment 
of the Greater Midland’s Early Care and Education 
program is what persuaded them to not look anywhere 
else. 

“For me, the biggest thing we were looking for was  
stability,” Zach says. “We didn’t want to send our 
child to a home daycare where maybe the following 
year they close because someone moves. Along with 
something stable, we wanted a place that was safe, 
with structure and a good learning environment, and 
Greater Midland checked all those boxes.” 

Full of energy and constantly moving, the Martuchs say 
Miles benefited from activities he wouldn’t have had 
anywhere else. 

“Things like gymnastics, swimming, splash parks,” 
Maegen says. “It just offers a lot more than your typical 
daycare.” 

Along with the activities, the Martuchs say that the 
education their son received and the social environment 
he was in helped prepare him for the classroom. Miles 
is now 6 and is attending kindergarten. 

“He was very well prepared for kindergarten, not just 
with learning but with being ready for the environment,” 
Zach says. “He’s performing at the top of his class I’m 
sure that has to do with the upbringing he had coming 
through Greater Midland.” 

Zach and Maegan have a second child, Dylan, who 
is currently enrolled in the Greater Midland Early Care 
and Education program and they feel teachers have 
approached him as an individual and not a carbon- 
copy of his older brother. 

“Miles doesn’t sit still and needs to be moving all the 
time, whereas Dylan would much rather be in the  
corner playing by himself,” Maegan says. “But the 
teachers have absolutely treated them as individuals.” 

“They handle Dylan like a whole new kid, even though 
they’ve worked with Miles before,” says Zach. 

For the Martuchs, Greater Midland’s focus on individ-
ual growth helps make their Early Care and Education 
programs the perfect choice.  “Here they grow and are 
taken care of and we were sold on that alone,” Zach 
says.
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Miles and Zach Martuch have thrived in Greater Midland’s Early Care  
and Education Program.  Greater Midland provides a space for all children 
to learn and grow through it’s four early care and education centers.

E A R L Y  C A R E  &  E D U C A T I O N  (6  weeks  to  5  years)

GREATER MIDLAND | 2018 ANNUAL REPORT

OUR GOAL:
All children will meet their 
developmental milestones

TOTAL ENROLLMENT:
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60%334
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30 months 
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3 to 4 years 4 years to 
school-age

Infant

Locations  
(Community Center, Longview, 
Coleman Family & North Family)

97%

95%

93%of children are meeting 
their developmental 

milestones

of parents feel that 
staff are invested in my 

child’s success

of parents feel engaged 
in their child’s Early 
Childhood Education

"He was very well prepared for  
kindergarten, not just with  

learning but with being ready for  
the environment," Zach says.  

"He's performing at the top of his  
class I'm sure that has to do with 

 the upbringing he had coming  
through Greater Midland." 

- Zach Martuch, FATHER

CHILDREN
Learn and explore



hen I was in preschool, we took a 
field trip to the tennis center...and it 
just took off from there,” says Tyler 
Conrad, a senior at H.H. Dow High. 

Tyler began playing tennis at the age of five, and 
his passion for the sport grew the more he played. 

Talaya Schilb, Greater Midland’s Director of 
Tournaments and Events, was one of Tyler’s early 
coaches. 

“Tyler was this little kid who at seven or eight kept 
saying, ‘I’m going to be a tennis pro, I’m going to 
be a tennis pro’”, Talaya says. “He started as this 
really rambunctious kid who told everybody else 
how to play and how to win.” 

“But I’ve seen him grow past a kid who maybe 
struggled in the social setting into someone who is 
super well-liked by everyone. Everyone wants to 
play with Tyler and be on the court with him, and I 
think tennis had a huge part in that because tennis 
makes you mature. Tennis makes you grow up 
because you’re on the court all by yourself.” 

For Tyler that maturing process came with a more 
balanced view of the sport’s role in his life. He 
admits that becoming a tennis professional was 
a “one-in-a-million chance”, but he’s not discour-
aged. 

“Tennis has been a tool to further my education 
while also playing a sport that I love,” he says,  
and he recently signed a letter of intent with Hills-
dale College, where intends to major in political  
economics and begin a pre-law program. 

Talaya was there to watch him sign his letter of 
intent. 

“To actually see him sign his college papers was 
so rewarding for me,” she says. “To see him realize 
his dream of playing college tennis was awesome.” 
While he views tennis as helping him towards a 
career path rather than a path of a professional 
athlete, Tyler still has athletic goals as well, hoping 
to become an All-American tennis player. 

“It’s a sport you can play forever,” he says. 

And although tennis is helping him move from a 
court into a courtroom instead of into Wimbledon, 
he sees tennis as something that gives people more 
just the chance at becoming a professional athlete. 

“With tennis, you get out of it what you put into it,” 
he says. “If it becomes a serious passion for you, it 
can get you anywhere you want if you work hard 
enough.”

PARENTS,
HOW ARE 
WE DOING?

PROGRAMS: 

BEFORE/AFTER-SCHOOL CARE: 

THE ROCK: 

SUMMER CAMPS: 

8536
733
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Financial 
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Students (2018-2019 
school year
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96% 81% 80%
75%My child’s coach/instructor 

models positive behavior

My child’s coach/instructor 
cares about their success

increased or maintained a healthy 
level of physical activity.
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"With tennis, you get out of it what  
you put into it" he says. "If it becomes  

a serious passion for you, it can  
get you anywhere you want if you  

work hard enough." 

- Tyler Conrad

6 GREATER MIDLAND | 2018 ANNUAL REPORT 7GREATER TOGETHER

For Tyler Conrad, Tennis has been a catalyst for personal growth and 
athletic achievement.

OUR GOAL: 
All youth and teens are 
building developmental assets

Y O U T H  &  T E E N S

YOUTH & TEENS
Connect and thrive

of youth teens 
gained confidence 
in their skills



harlie Keyes says she’ll never forget the 
feeling of crossing the finish line after 
walking all five and a half miles of the 
Mackinaw bridge. 

“I don’t like my picture taken, but that was one time I 
wanted my picture taken!” she says. 

Charlie works with Community Center personal 
trainer Jackson Frederick, who helps her through 
difficult workouts and to reach goals she wouldn’t  
do on her own.

One of those goals was walking the entire length of 
the Mackinaw bridge. 

“I couldn’t walk a hundred feet, let alone five and a 
half miles,” she says. “I was giving him a hard time 
one day saying, ‘Jackson, you need to walk the 
bridge with me.’ And he comes in one day and he 
goes, ‘Charlie? I’m walking the bridge with you.  
Step by step, I’m walking the bridge with you.’” 

She said Jackson’s willingness to go above and 
beyond his job description was motivating to her, 
and so Charlie and Jackson began training together 
for the walk. Eventually, Charlie was able to walk 
five-and-half miles around the neighborhood.  
They grabbed some friends and drove to Mackinaw 
City. 

They completed the distance walking a pace of 18 
minutes per mile. 

“It was fantastic, just fantastic,” Charlie says. “It was 
great and so much fun.” 

Charlie says that the training she receives goes 
beyond just exercise instruction. 

“I’m not motivated by myself, and Jackson, bless his 
heart, just keeps me going,” she says. “He holds me 
accountable and keeps me here.” 

Charlie’s goals didn’t stop at the finish line of the 
Mackinaw Bridge. She’s training for a Tough Mudder 
obstacle race, and from there, it’s onto training for 
a longer, more difficult obstacle race called the 
Spartan Race. 

“I had goals coming in and the training has made it 
possible,” she says. “Jackson’s been able to make 
them happen, encourage me, and keep me going.”
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" I had goals coming in and  
the training has made  
it possible," she says.  

"Jackson's been able to make  
them happen, encourage me,  

and keep me going.."

- Charlie Keyes

Charlie Keyes, thanks to her personal trainer, is achieving her personal 
health and wellness goals.  Greater Midland strives to help all Midland 
adults live a healthier, more active life.
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OUR GOAL: 
All adults will live an active, 
well-balanced lifestyle

A D U L T S

TOTAL MEMBERS:

PROGRAM ENROLLEES: ADULTS, HOW ARE WE DOING?

SENIOR MEALS:

2,483

55%*

10,131 1,672

17,540

532

36 44%

85%

Dow Employees

Average 
Age

Female

*8% unreported

Male

50+ Members

37%

Get 150 minutes of 
physical activity/week

Satisfied with 
my social 
connection

ADULTS
Get fit and stay healthy

(Fiscal year - Oct. 2017 - Sept. 2018)
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F A M I L I E S

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS:

FAMILIES, 
HOW ARE 

 WE DOING?

2,530

17,540

49%* 73%46% 

16 
33,124 12,4790-5

Years

Average
Age

Male

Feel a sense of belonging

Female

*8% unreported

Years

6-17
Years

18+
Years

OUR GOAL: 
All families will have a
sense of belonging

"But now I come almost every day  
because it gets me out of the house  

and everybody is so darn nice," she says. 
"There's plenty of places to meet people,  

but this is a fun place to come"

-Margaret Williams

92-year-old Margaret Williams has always had a home at Greater 
Midland, from knitting classes as a child to group exercises as an adult.

Active Adults 
and Seniors
Connect and stay active

e lived over on Gordon  
Street, and I have memories of 
walking from school to the  
Community center,” says  

Margaret Williams.  

The year was 1935 and the building was the very 
first Midland Community Center, built in 1919. 
Margaret, age 92, says that her brother Larry 
used the center to play basketball, but she and 
her sisters joined her mother for evening classes.  

“I wasn’t very athletic,” she says, “so my sister 
and I tagged along with my mother who went at 
night to learn how to knit.” 

Margaret grew up, got married, moved to Texas 
with her husband in 1950, and moved back to 
Midland 10 years later. 

“When we came back, a friend of mine and 
myself started taking exercise classes here and 
we’ve been coming ever since,” she says. 

Initially, Margaret only came to exercise classes 
on Tuesday and Thursdays. 

“But now I come almost every day because it 
gets me out of the house and everybody is so 
darn nice,” she says. “There’s plenty of places to 
meet people, but this is a fun place to come.” 

Asked how her life would be different not being  
a member of the Community Center, she says that 
she would be both less active and less social. 

“I certainly wouldn’t get up every morning and 
start walking. I’d probably just sit around and 
read the paper,” she says. “And the people I’ve 
met I wouldn’t have met otherwise.”

Looking back on her 84-year-long history with 
Greater Midland, Magaret sees the lasting effect 
it had in her life. 

“I still knit, and learning how to knit is one of the 
best things that has ever happened,” she says, 
“and my quality of life is so much better with 
Greater Midland being a part of it.” 
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THANK YOU
to our 2018 Major Donors & Sponsors 

for your generous support!

2205 S. Jefferson Rd, Midland, MI 48640
989.923.4622 | greatermidland.org
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United Way of Midland County

Dow Chemical

Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

C.J. Strosacker Foundation

Midland Area Community Foundation

USTA Pro Circuit

Dow Corning

The Alden & Vada Dow Family Foundation

Dow International Finance

The Annie E. Casey Foundation

Midland Kiwanis Foundation

Memorial Presbyterian Church

Midland Dolphins Swim Club

Chemical Bank

The Patricia & David Kepler Foundation

The Barstow Foundation

ESPN 100.9

Arbury Insurance Agency

RE/MAX of Midland

Bucks Run/Fisher Co.

Dow Diamond

Great Hall Resort

Holiday Inn of Midland

Horizons Conference Center

Midland Daily News

Midland Country Club

WNEM TV5

Zehnder’s of Frankenmuth

Midland Chiropractic & Sports Rehab 

Meijer

Garber Automotive Group

Warner, Norcross & Judd LLP

SYM Financial Advisors

Currie Foundation

ATS Printing

Linked Technologies 
Todd and Mary Draves

First United Methodist Church

Redwood Living Inc.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
Blue Care Network

Bierlein 

Howard Ungerleider

Greater Midland’s Executive Team

Kristen McDonald, President/Chief Executive Officer

Deborah Witt, Chief Financial Officer

Kevin Heye, Community Center Executive Director, North-End Fitness Center Executive Director, 
and Curling Center Executive Director

Mike Butzu, Corporate Wellness Executive Director

Scott Mitchell, Tennis Center Executive Director


